Horticulture Career Research Project

1. Choose a specific horticulture-related or plant-related career to research.  Use the categories below to help you decide.  The career must be approved before continuing to the next step.  

Agriculture Career Categories:

· Greenhouse Owner / Grower

· Nursery Owner / Grower

· Vegetable Grower

· Christmas Tree Grower

· Garden Center Owner / Horticulture Retail Sales

· Landscape Architect / Designer

· Turfgrass Manager - complete lawn care / maintenance
· Turfgrass Manager – Golf Course Manager

· Interior Landscaper / Plantscaper / Designer

· Educator – College / Extension Agent / Park Naturalist / Biologist

· Arborist / Tree Pruner

· Plant Inspector – State, Federal

· Pesticide Applicator / Chemical Sprayer 
· Plant Breeder / Geneticist

· Botanist

· Floriculturist

· Environmental Scientist

2. Research your career by completing the following topics.  Place your research in written paper form.  There’s no minimum paper length requirement. 
1. Career title. 

2. Career description summary (What would your daily tasks be?).
3. Average salary (Hourly or yearly)?
4. Is there a demand for the career? (Are there jobs available?) Explain.
5. List at least 5 Pros of the career (What are some advantages of the career?). 
6. List at least 5 Cons of the career (What are some disadvantages of the career?).
7. Schooling involved? (2 or 4 year degree available? Master’s Degree? Doctorate?). 
8. List 3 specific U.S. schools in which you can receive training. (Where can you go to get a degree if you choose?) 

9. Significant statistics about the career (anything interesting, factual?).

10. Why did you choose this career?
3. Create a visual presentation of your career research by using one poster. The rest is up to you. Be creative: fill the poster with as much information as possible that you have researched. Use pictures, drawings, or anything to visually present your career.  Place your name in the bottom right of the poster.
4. Make an oral presentation to your class. Present your paper and visual presentation.  Explain all 10 topics during the presentation. Don’t just read the paper; tell what you learned from memory.
The purpose of the Horticulture Career Research is to explore the available opportunities in the industry and to complete the following standards:

10.2 Develop public speaking skills needed in the greenhouse industry.

10.4 Develop an SAEP, supervised agricultural experience program, for a greenhouse enterprise. 

Grading:
Written Paper: 

_____/  2 points  
1. Career title(s); which Career Category? 
_____/10 points  
2. Career description summary (What would your daily tasks be?).

_____/  5 points  
3. Average salary (Hourly or yearly)?

_____/  5 points  
4. Is there a demand for the career? (Are there jobs available?)Explain.

_____/10 points  
5. List at least 5 Pros of the career (What are some advantages of the

    career?). 

_____/10 points  
6. List at least 5 Cons of the career (What are some disadvantages of

    the career?).

_____/  5 points  
7. Schooling involved? (2 or 4 year degree available? Master’sDegree?

    Doctorate?). 

_____/  3 points  
8. List 3 specific U.S. schools in which you can receive training.

    (Where can you go to get a degree if you choose?) 
_____/  5 points  
9. Significant statistics about the career (anything interesting, factual?).

_____/  5 points  
10. Why did you choose this career?
_____/ 60 points  
TOTAL
Visual Presentation:

_____/  5 points  
Career Title stands out on poster
_____/30 points  
Information from all of the written paper’s 10 topics is included 

_____/25 points  
Visual Effects (pictures, drawings, etc.); Eye-catching appeal

_____/60 points  
TOTAL
Oral Presentation:

_____/20 points  
Career is detailed using all 10 topics orally and visually

_____/20 points  
Presentation is thoughtful, serious, and well represented

_____/20 points  
Presentation is not read by speaker; presented from memory.
_____/60 points  
TOTAL
